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Vision Statement 
 

 
As steward of significant Civil War era battlefields and related sites, the National Park 
Service must be the leader in commemorating one of America’s most defining national 
struggles and the impact of that struggle on present day America.  
 
The National Park Service is highly regarded for skillfully telling the story of the war itself; 
the battles and tactics; who succeeded and who failed.  In keeping with the principles of 
Holding the High Ground, NPS stories must also address the war’s causes and 
consequences.  The Service must introduce the people of the battlefront and homefront, 
who they were, and how they lived.    
 
Through the commemoration the National Park Service will provide the nation an 
opportunity to reflect upon this momentous event within an environment that is inclusive 
and contemplative.   Collaborating with partners and communities the NPS has a great 
opportunity to touch millions of Americans including those who, with a little help, can find 
meaning where they thought there was none.  
 
To this end, Servicewide goals are: 
 
Move beyond the battlefield. The issues at the heart of the war 150 years ago remain 

relevant: legal and social equality, the role of the federal government, how divergent 
views are reconciled in a democracy, preservation of Union, new birth of freedom, and 
the failure of the Civil War to fully achieve equal rights for African Americans and all other 
citizens.  Continue to broaden the story to address these larger economic, social, and 
political issues and offer parallels to the issues of today. Include civilian experiences and 
perspectives. Provide a more complete context for the war and its aftermath, from 
Reconstruction through the present day.    
 
Expand outreach. Engage multiple audiences through a broad range of media and 
learning opportunities. Serve as a respected, reliable source of diverse perspectives on 
the war and its lasting effects.  
 
Offer unmatched visitor experiences. Invite people to the best places to understand 
the war – where it happened. Deliver meaningful opportunities to understand, 
contemplate, and debate the events of the war and their significance today. Ensure all 
visitor media are up-to-date. Create new approaches to help all audiences connect to the 
story.   
 
Create a lasting legacy.  Invest in the interpretation, acquisition and preservation of 
these treasured landscapes important to the Civil War broader story and the scholarship 
and technology to share the story and its lessons worldwide.  Increase Americans’ 
awareness of their National Parks, the work of the NPS in their communities; and instill a 
life-long desire to experience these special places. 


